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The National Affiliate Office is an important part of the National Association of Black Storytelling, Inc.  The Affiliate structure is an integral part of the business and life blood of the Association.
To date we have thirteen Affiliate storytelling organizations who have been a part of NABS as recently as last year and as long as fifteen years.  These are:
1. African Folk Heritage Circle – New York  

2. ASE: The Chicago Association of Black Storytellers – Illinois

3. Black Storytellers Alliance – Minnesota

4. Black Storytellers of San Diego – California

5. Black Storytelling League of Rochester – New York

6. Cleveland Association of Black Storytellers – Ohio

7. Detroit Association of Black Storytellers – Michigan

8. Griot’s Circle of Maryland – Maryland

9. Griot’s Cultural Arts Storytelling Institute – Kansas

10. Keepers of the Culture – Pennsylvania

11. Kuumba Storytellers of Georgia – Georgia

12. North Carolina Association of Black Storytellers – North Carolina

13. Rhode Island Black Storytellers – Rhode Island

During the past year there has been involvement by the Affiliate membership in the planning and participation of our annual festival and conference, and with the Board.  I have also spoken with Affiliate officers relative to organizational maintenance and development and procedural concerns.  We are excited by the response to the Black Storytelling Week/NABS fundraising proposal . There was enthusiastic response from the total membership.
General  Contact:

December, 2009 Keepers of the Culture Inauguration
March, 2010 - Contributed Article for NABS newsletter
April – Participated in Preliminary discussions for storytelling courses at Livingstone College with NCABS
May – Informal meetings at the National African American Storytellers’ Retreat

June – Conversation with Ase: Chicago Association of Black Storytellers
July – Meeting with potential Affiliate Virginia Association of Black Storytellers

August – Workshop at Black Librarian Conference Birmingham Alabama

September – Discussions with Black Storytelling Alliance

October – Affiliate conversations with Kwesukela Storytelling Academy/Republic of South Africa      

November – Discussions with Black Storytellers of Utah and the Griot’s  Organization of Houston, TX

December – Will meet with the Black Storytellers of Utah  (BSOU)
Continuing contact has been made with the Tradition Keepers of Western  New York,  and interested parties in southern Ohio, and the Republic of South Africa.
In view my prior (2008) and recent communications/interview with BSOU, (2009/10) and based on their completed application and adherence to membership qualifications, Constitution and By Laws I have submitted a recommendation to the NABS Board that we accept the Black Storytellers of Utah as the 14th Affiliate of the National Association of Black Storytellers, Inc.  The coming year promises to be a banner year for NABS membership/Affiliates, in terms of a broadening of program offerings, National projects and new leadership.  It is my contention that BSOU is equipped with a serious minded membership, leadership, organization, and ambitious projects that can only add to the growth and stature of our parent organization.
In 2011:
· The National Affiliate Leadership Council needs to be reorganized and revived. 

· Guidebook for potential Affiliate members to be completed
· Dates, methods, and site for Training Conference for Affiliate Leadership finalized

· Black Storytelling Week Formalized

· Affiliate Procedures Manual  including ceremonies and installations
· Future  Roles and Responsibilities and needs of the position of Director to Reflect Growth of NABS and the maturity of our Affiliate organizations

· Increase methods of meeting,  follow-up and reporting by Director’s office

· Solicit Administrative Assistant for National Affiliate Program Director’s office
Respectfully Submitted,

Baba Jamal Koram, Ed.S.
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